CALANDER OF
EVENTS

November
11™ Church offices closed
for Veterans Holiday but
church activities still on.
12" Prayer vigil 8pm
20" Men’s Breakfast 8:30
am

CDC trip to Wax
Musueum in Washington,
DC

Pastor honored by
Chester Usher’s Associa-
tion 4 pm

Y outh game and
movie night
21% New Beginnings An-
nual Day 10:45 am Rev.
Brian King/Speaker

Pastor speaking 3 pm
at First Pentecostal in
Chester
28™ Mt. Pleasant Jr/Sr

Usher Annual Day 3 pm

December

11th Youth Christmas
Fellowship

15" New Beginnings
Christmas Fellowship
18™ Seniors Christmas
Luncheon

19™ Children’s Church
Christmas Play 10:45 am
23-24 Church offices
closed

31° Watch Night 10 pm

January

2" 22" Daniel Fast

3" Church office closed
8™ King’s Kids Fall Ball
21% Prayer Vigil 8 pm
23" Installation of church
officers

17" Church offices closed
for MLK holiday but
church activities still on
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The Promise of God’s Presence

The Christmas
season conjures up a
variety of images for
us. But despite all of
these images, many
people find this season
particularly difficult.
The close of another
year reminds them
how much life has
changed, and family
gatherings underscore
their loneliness. Loss
of a job or a loved one
or even a dream leaves
a deep ache within
their hearts, and they
don’t know how they
will recover. While this
should be a joyful time
of the year, for many, it
is not.

If you are
struggling with feel-
ings of disappoint-
ment, | want to remind
you that Jesus came
into a world of great
conflict. It was not only
a world of political un-
rest but also one of
emotional instabil-
ity and frustration.
The Roman gov-
ernment may have
advertized its Pax
Romana - “peace
of Rome”’—but
few, if any, had a
sense of lasting
peace within their
hearts.

For many then,
as now, peace and

hope were condi-
tional—things based
on what people had
accomplished or could
achieve. And like to-
day, many placed their
hope in promises
made by men and gov-
ernments. But regard-
less of how detailed
and researched a list
of goals and plans ap-
pear, if they are not
based on the truth of
God, they crumble un-
der pressure.

Matthew
wrote, “Behold, the
virgin shall be with
child and shall bear a
son, and they shall call
his name Immanuel,
which translated
means, God with
us” (Mt. 1:23). This is a
core truth that we need
to keep in the forefront
of our hearts and
minds, because it is
one foundational prin-
ciple upon which eve-
rything else
rests. The truth:
God is with us.
This single fact
can and will
deliver you
from feelings of
hopelessness
and anxiety.

| have
known people who
struggled with disap-
pointment, and | have

come face-to-face with
this hardship myself.
When it seems there is
no relief in sight, the one
thing that changes this
line of thinking is the
reality that God is with
us. We are not alone. He
loves us and cares what
happens to us. He be-
lieves in us, even when
we don’t believe in our-
selves. He sent Jesus to
save us—but He also
sent His Son to be with
us.

Though many
seek to change or dis-
miss God’s truth, it can-
not be altered. What He
has promised, He will do.
And through the coming
of His Son, He is saying
that He is with us—He is
not distant, too busy, or
engrossed in other chal-
lenges. He sees the diffi-
culties facing us and
understands the heart-
ache we are feeling. He
came to earth to be with
us. And if we will trust
Him, He will give us the
guidance and support we
need to make it through
our time of need.

From Leading Lady and
myself, we pray that
God'’s richest blessings
are upon each of you
and your families during
this joyful season. Re-
member—God is with us!
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A Job Well Done R R

After 13 years of service as Office Manager/Secretary of the Mt. Pleasant Baptist
Church, Agnes Tillery is retiring, effective December 31, 2010. Agnes has had
the distinct honor of being Secretary to five of Mt. Pleasant’s eight Pastors.

After 34 years as an Executive Secretary in the corporate world, Agnes started
working in the church office the day after she retired from ARCO Chemical
Company; and she has been here ever since.

Agnes has touched so many lives over the years while serving the Kingdom in a
number of capacities as Church Clerk, Secretary to the CDC Board, Scholarship
Committee, Mission Possible, and Correspondent Secretary to the Sr. Usher Board. In addition, Agnes

has supervised volunteers in the church office, including high school students and community service
workers.

Agnes is the first to officially retire from Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church under the MMBB Church Retire-
ment Plan for lay people which was instituted in 2002.

An advocate for education, Agnes graduated from Goldey Beacon University in 1965. She received cer-
tificates of completion from the Mt. Pleasant Baptist School of Ministry (under Virginia Union) in1996,

and graduated from the First Penacostal School of Ministry in 2009. She is currently the Assistant Sun-
day School Teacher for New Members Class #101.

To God Be The Glory

In the Old Testament, God gives permission to Solomon to build His house. Inthe book of Nehemiah, the
Word talks about tithing and bringing the best to God’s House. It actually says in Nehemiah 10:39 “We
will not neglect the house of our God”.

Therefore, it is only right that we also take care of God’s House known as Mount Pleasant.Baptist Church.
If you attended the church meeting on October 21st, then you know how concerned we are about maintain-
ing God’s House. The Trustees are working with the Deacons and have been asked to identify the possible
projects which need attention. This information will be included or identified as part of the 2011 Budget
process.

As you walk the halls of God’s House and notice that something needs some TLC, please take a moment
and complete a Facilities Request Form, located in the hallway just outside of the church office. Remem-
ber that we all have to assume the responsibility of carrying out God’s commands. Thank you, and God
Bless.

Prayerfully submitted,
Deacon Donald Voltz, Chair
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=7 YOUTHLEADERS \THE SPOTIGT

According to Minister Muriel Alston, the youth are our future
and our future needs to be protected and preserved.

'/ ' “It almost seems as though they chose me as opposed to me choos-
) ing them,” Muriel says. Her goal as a Youth Leader is to give
\‘ young people an outlet to have someone to talk to other than their
\ parents/guardians.

The mother of twins and grandmother of 10 wants to give Mt.
Pleasant youth spiritual guidance and wisdom so that they can un-
derstand God, know Him personally, and have a close relationship
with Him. She also runs the College Campus Program which is
designed to keep our college students connected to God and their
church family. Parents of college students should make sure Minister Muriel has
their child’s school contact information.

“I want the youth to know that God loves them and there’s nothing in their life
that will take that love away.” Young people, she says, can still enjoy life with Christ
in the center. “Just because you have Christ in your life doesn’t mean you can’t have

Tanoy and Tekia Douglass joined Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church shortly after their wedding
| three years ago. The Downingtown couple enjoys serving our youth. Tekia got involved
because she wants to give back to them. Tanoy says he wants to give them an additional
% outlet to answer any questions or concerns that they may have about life experiences.
“They are our future”, Tekia explains. “One day they are going to take care of us and I
want to help make sure they’re equipped with the right resources in order for them to thrive and become successful.”

Both want the youngsters to become God-fearing men and women. The Douglasses want to be positive role models
for them and hope that they will look to them for guidance.

“Our youth today go through a lot more than what we went through at their age so any additional outlet of spiritual
leadership can be monumental to their growth”, they say.

While the Douglasses have no children of their own, Tekia admits they look forward to parenthood. “When God tells
us it’s time”, she says, “ we will be ready.”

Cliff and Kenya Isaac have been married for seven years and have two young
sons. The couple joined MPBC last year and quickly became active in the Health
and Marriage Ministries, as well as Half Time. Both are excited to work with our
youth and say it’s important to engage them in the lessons which are always centered
on the Word of God.

“We like to make it relevant to what they are going through in everyday life,”
Kenya explains. She believes that God is using her to relate and connect with the
youth, especially the young ladies.

The Isaacs are glad that Half Time is led by a team of men and women and that the lessons are group-driven. Ac-
cording to Cliff; “they can all learn from one another.” Since he was blessed with supportive friends and family around
him as he grew up, he believes it’s only right to give back to others what was given to him. “If they (youth) succeed,
we all succeed. If they fail, we all fail.”
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"When you look over your life, what can you say for certain
(without a doubt) that the Lord did for you?"

“He blessed me with 3
children, 6 grandchil-
dren, and 4 great-
grandchildren. We take
so many things for
granted but it's good to
look back and thank God

“He saved me from my sin.
I'm a recovering alcoholic
and I haven't had a drink
in over 30 years and I'm

glad my mom saw the
change in me before she

died.” “I know for certain that the for the many blessings.”
Lord has his hands on me,
Yvonne Hicks He’s keeping me, sustaining Trustee Charles Webb

me and He raised me be-
cause my mother died when
I was 3 and my dad was
killed when I was 5. 1
learned to lean and depend
on Him from an early age.”

Anita Roberson-Snell

Calling all Spouses
By Enrique Josephs

The Marriage Ministry is back in session; our next meeting will be on November 19" at 7:00
PM. We are using ”Love Dare” as a study and discussion guide for our ministry meetings.

Child care is available for younger couples with children so mark your calendars and join us to fellowship,
share time with like-minded Christians and share Gods love with one another.

Looking Ahead:
Plans are being finalized for a couple’s getaway weekend February 25-27, 2011 in Baltimore.

Congratulations to the following couples celebrating anniversaries in November and December:
Ed and Dianne Dennis - 45 years
Jay and Heidi Tucker - 5 years.
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CHURCHWIDE DANIEL FAST

By Karen Miller

Once again, Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church members will fast from January 2,
2010 until January 22,2011. For those who are new to our family, we fast
churchwide in order to deepen our relationship with God and get in step with His plan and pur-

pose for us during the New Year.

During those 21 days, we encourage you to write down your prayers and experiences as God
blesses you, praise God for the renewed relationship you have with Him and for the works He is

doing in your life.

If you have any condition which would not allow you to participate in the Daniel Fast, there are
other options. Choose something from your daily routine such as television, texting, specific
foods or beverages, handheld games, Wii, Playstations, etc. and eliminate them from your day for
three weeks. Remember, the details are not as important as the spirit in which you participate.

We pray that Mt. Pleasant children and young adults will join us in the fast as we all strive to do

God’s will.

FYI

Bible personalities fasted and sought God diligently until they obtained from God what they de-
sired (see the examples of Hannah, [ Samuel 1:6-8, 17-18; and Paul, Acts 9:9,17-19) - or until the
Lord made it evident that what they requested simply would not be obtained (as in the case of

David, II Samuel 2:15-23).

Recipeg

TEDDI TAYLOR’S EGGPLANT

1 large Eggplant - skinned and cubed (you can
leave the skin on)

Half a pint of grape tomatoes

1 tablespoon sea salt

4 peeled/ sliced garlic cloves

Olive oil- enough to wet it

1 and 1/2 tablespoons Red Hot Pepper seeds -
sprinkled through

1/8 teaspoon Cayenne Pepper - use sparingly
unless you really like spicy

Combine all in a large bowl and mix. Spread in
a casserole dish and bake uncovered @ 350 for
about 45 minutes.

Tonda Reed’s Veggie Spaghetti with a Kick

One pack of whole grain spaghetti
One pack of frozen vegetable mix (carrots, peas, &
corn)

One jar of organic salsa with chunky tomatoes
(your choice of mild/medium/hot) to pour over noo-
dles and vegetables
Olive oil
Garlic, Oregano, & Italian seasoning (for flavor)

Pour two cups of water in a large pot. Bring to a
boil, add spaghetti and a tsp of olive oil (to prevent
the noodles from sticking). Follow boiling directions
on box. After noodles are cooked, drain in the sink

without rinsing. Return to stove top and stir

in vegetable mix and salsa. Sprinkle seasoning in for
taste. Turn heat back on to heat through. Serve with
whole grain garlic Texas toast or wheat roll.



PLEASANT NEWS

Mt. Pleasant Men on the Move

The men have reconvened
their Tuesday evening Bi-
ble study meetings. We
have been studying the
book of Job and learning
from Job’s example of
waiting, trusting, worship-
ping and praising the Lord
in the midst of our
storm.

We have also begun the
Thanksgiving Food
Drive with the goal of
providing Thanksgiving
food baskets to at least
70 families. Church
members may nominate
families that are going
through hard times. We are
collecting non-perishable

T

By Enrique Josephs

goods, gravy, macaroni
and cheese, yams, col-
lards, string beans, and ice
tea mix until November
23rd. Cash donations are
also greatly appreciated.
Men of the church are
asked to donate a turkey,
oven stuffer roaster or
some kind of meat for the
meal and drop your per-
ishable item off to the
church on November 14",
16™ or 21%. The baskets
will be delivered to fami-
lies before Thanksgiving.
Please nominate a family
and donate to this worthy
cause and bless some-
body.
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MEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
ADVANCE 2011

Men'’s Fellowship is
planning an advance for
the fall of 2011. Please
secure your spot by put-

ting down a deposit

ASAP. Sandy Cove

Ministries will be our

destination. We are
seeking a breakthrough
and the Lord is waiting

for the Men of Mount
Pleasant to take what is
rightfully theirs. We
have the victory!

items such as stuffing, can

CHURCH MEETING SCOQOP
By: James Douglass

Are you curious about the managing of your church, how your money is used and what your tithes
and offering will do for you?

We got those answers, and more, at our church meeting on Oct 21%. It was my second church meet-
ing since becoming a member of the Mt. Pleasant church body. I came mostly to hear the Treasurer’s
report. It was nice to see that Mt. Pleasant's finances are on the positive side and growing.

The debt elimination initiative was discussed at length. Pastor Willie Robinson thanked everyone for
their giving, which was shown to be a blessing. If members continue to contribute one dollar a day, the
church could reportedly be debt-free in four to five years.

Once the Trustees informed the church of some urgent building repair that was needed, a motion was
approved to repair the heating systems.

Deacon Donald Voltz asked members to continue to pray for our pastor so that God can give him the
strength to continue his busy schedules.

Pastor Robinson thanked the church for their continued support in 2010 and asked for the
same in 2011. He stressed that we, as Christians, should focus on the following areas: Minis-
try, Outreach, Missions, Evangelism, and Discipleship.

Several church meetings are held throughout the year for all members to attend so that
you may see and understand the workings of “The Pleasant”.
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But before all
these, they shall
lay their hands on
you, and persecute you, deliv-
ering you up to the syna-
gogues, and into prisons, be-
ing brought before kings and
rulers for my name’s sake.
Luke 21:12

The Mt. Pleasant Prison Min-
istry will soon recruit mem-
bers who would like to be part
of a group of people who min-
ister and teach those who’ve
been incarcerated. Some pris-

oners are behind bars because
they made poor choices.
While we all make mistakes,
we have to remember that
those who are incarcerated got
caught, and could very well be
our husband, son, daughter, or
friend.

In the past, Mt. Pleasant’s
Prison Ministry helped fami-
lies in the Delaware County
area by distributing Christmas
gifts to children of incarcer-
ated parents. We went into
George C. Hill Correctional
Facility and brought the gos-
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SAVING SOULS BEHIND BARS

pel to inmates who were discour-
aged. This time, we have the
opportunity to work in that
prison, as well as the State Cor-
rectional Institution at Chester.
I am excited about the opportu-
nity to begin the ministry again
and to help others. Won’t you
prayerfully consider whether
God is calling you to assist?
Please see me if you are inter-
ested in being part of the Prison
Ministry.

Minister Patricia Lewis
Head of the Prison Ministry

How can I begin to say “thanks” to my church family for demonstrating the “love of God”

A NOTE OF THANKS
“JESUS IS LOVE”

at my Victory of Life Celebration?
Yes, it was “Jesus’ Love” all up in the place, and each and every one of you exemplified it
so well in your own way. I’ll forever be so grateful to all of you and, especially, the com-
mittee for making this event such a success.
Thanks for helping me take back my life that the devil tried to steal from me! May all of you be blessed
and highly favored and may God’s love smile on you forever. With hope to see you when I “Dance for my

Father, Again”.

Gratefully submitted,
Aunie Lee

THANK YOU

Announce

ments

Once again, the Seniors Christmas Luncheon

will be held

Saturday, December 18t
at 1 pm in the church Fellowship Hall
Mt. Pleasant members are asked to donate

cookies and brownies for dessert
Mt. Pleasant ministries and families are asked
to decorate and host a table
See Deaconess Sybil West to sign up to

help or attend
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s you enter the Christmas holidays, what do you feel 1s
the greatest gift you can give?" To whom?

“The greatest gift I could give
is a mother or father figure to
children who don’t have one.
I would also make sure that
every child’s needs are met.”

“The greatest gift I could give is to
lead someone to God because that
makes their life a lot better and I
know Ill see them in heaven.”

June Sargent Barry Cooke

HAPEPY NIEW SrEAR

As you gear up for the New Year, why are you most grateful to God
for new beginnings?

‘New beginnings from God
mercies. God is renewing my gift of life,
my package of health, my bundle of
strength and a new assortment of my
mind's functions. This New Year | will
recount my blessings and stay in gear to
! 3 be ever grateful,rl”,

m grateful to
“1I"m most grateful t OCrQIQhEBn RiChhrds®rf W health, strength, and that my
beginnings so that | can start over family circle is still operating.
with a clean slate and can consider Il " ve made Pomyverbs

what | ’'ve done wrong a S0 life verse: Trust in the lord

that | can do righ with all thy heart

Cynthia Walter Deacon James Jones



